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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's election with traverse of Species II with readable claims 1, 2 and 13-20 in the 
reply filed on 1-25-2007 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the claims of 
the subject application relate to only one invention, as defined by independent claim 1, mainly 
the travel-limiting means are required by both Species A and B and thus the claimed invention is 
directed to a single general inventive concept. This is not found persuasive because the present 
specification clearly discloses two distinct embodiments which are represented by Figs. 1-4 and 
5-8, respectively and claims 1-20 are clearly directed to the respective distinct species . It is 
agreed that claim 1 is generic to both species. However, the same of corresponding special 
technical features as claimed are lacking in both species. The structural requirement for the 
squeegee unit and the travel limiting means for Species A as shown in Fig. 4 is clearly distinct 
from that of Species B, and vice versa. Accordingly, Species A and Species B are clearly 
directed to mutually exclusive and patentably distinct inventions. Applicant's election of claims 
13-20 as readable only on Species B is another clearly indication that Species A and Species B 
are distinct. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



V 
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Claims 1, 13-15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mitter(4,232,601). 

The patent to Mitter teaches the structure of a squeegee unit for a rotary screen-printing 
device as claimed comprising: a blade squeegee, with a squeegee edge 5 which is designed, 
during operation of a rotary screen-printing device in which the squeegee unit is mounted, to be 
pressed against the inner side of a cylindrical screen 1 of the rotary screen-printing device, and a 
squeegee holder 4 to which the squeegee is fastened, it being possible for the squeegee edge 5 to 
be moved away from the squeegee holder 4 and towards the squeegee holder, and a resilient 
element 6 being arranged between the squeegee edge and the squeegee holder, in such a manner 
that the squeegee edge 5 is pressed away from the squeegee holder by spring force, said 
squeegee unit being provided with travel-limiting means 42 which are designed in such a manner 
that the squeegee edge can move over a relatively short distance from the working position in the 
direction away from the squeegee holder. See Figs. 1-3 and column 2, line 52 through column 3, 
line 61 in Mitter for details. 

With respect to claim 13, Mitter teaches blade squeegee is formed by at least one 
elongate squeegee bar 144 which is designed to be rigid in cross section and is secured to the 
squeegee holder via at least one spring hinge(the narrow section between squeegee holder 4 and 
squeegee bar 144) with high stiffness. 

With respect to claim 14, Mitter teaches the squeegee bar is composed of at least one 
elongate squeegee support profile 144 and a squeegee strip 5 which is secured to the squeegee 
support profile, forms the squeegee edge and is made from slightly flexible material. 

With respect to claim 15, Mitter teaches the edge strip is arranged on a squeegee blade 45 
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which bears taut against the squeegee support profile. 

With respect to claim 17, Mitter teaches the squeegee support profile 144 forms an 
integral part with an elongate bar which forms part of the squeegee holder, and in which the 
spring hinge is formed by an intermediate part which is located between the squeegee support 
profile and the elongate bar and has a thickness which is less than the thickness of the squeegee 
support profile. 

With respect to claim 18, Mitter teaches the squeegee blade 45 is elongate and in cross 
section is approximately L-shaped, and in which that longitudinal edge region of the squeegee 
blade which is positioned opposite the edge strip is clamped into a slot in the elongate bar, and 
that section of the squeegee blade on which the edge strip is arranged bears taut against the 
squeegee support profile. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mitter. 

Mitter teaches all that is claimed except for the range that the squeegee edge moves from 
the working position and the stiffness of the hinge spring as recited. However, it has been held 
by the Court that "where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, it is not 
inventive to discover the optimum or workable ranges by routine experimentation." In re Aller, 
220 F.2d 454, 456, 105 USPQ 233, 235 (CCPA 1955) In the present invention, one of ordinary 
skill in the art, when presented by the teaching of Mitter, would be able to determine the 
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desirable range that the squeegee edge moves from the working position and the desired stiffness 
of the hinge spring through obvious routine experimentation. 

Claims 16 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an Examiner's statement indicating allowable subject matter: 

With respect to claim 16, no prior art has been found to teach that the squeegee support 
profile is divided in the longitudinal direction into segments positioned close together in 
combination with the rest of the squeegee unit structure. 

With respect to claim 19, the requirement that the squeegee blade is positioned with 
respect to the squeegee support profile by virtue of the longitudinal edge of the squeegee blade 
located next to the edge strip bearing against a projection oh the edge of the squeegee support 
profile in combination with the rest of the squeegee unit structure is not taught by the prior art of 
record. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ren L. Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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